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Fast 30: Jihād — Freedom of religion in Islam 

• This topic comes under jihād because of the misconception that jihād in Islam 

consists of waging war against non-believers to convert them to Islam. Islam 

recognizes complete freedom of religion and belief for every human being, and 

does not prescribe any punishment to be inflicted in this world upon a person who 

leaves the religion of Islam to adopt some other faith. The Quran declares: 

“There is no compulsion in religion 

— the right way is indeed clearly 

distinct from error.” (2:256) 
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“And say: The Truth is from your 

Lord; so let him who please believe 

and let him who please disbelieve.” 

(18:29) 
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• The Quran teaches that the duty of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, and, 

following him, the duty of every Muslim, is only to deliver the message of truth: 

“If they accept Islam, then indeed 

they follow the right way; and if they 

turn back, your duty (O Prophet) is 

only to deliver the message.” (3:20) 
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“…your duty (O Prophet) is only the 

delivery, and Ours (God’s) is to call 

(people) to account.” (13:40) 
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“…and you (O Prophet) are not one 

to compel them. So remind by means 

of the Quran him who fears My 

warning.” (50:45) 
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• The Quran further says that it is in the natural order of things that while some people 

believe, others do not, and no human being can, or should, apply compulsion to others 

in this regard: 

“And if your Lord had pleased, all 

those who are in the earth would 

have believed, all of them. Will you 

then force people till they are 

believers?” (10:99) 
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“… for everyone of you We 

appointed a law and a way. And if 

Allah had pleased He would have 

made you (i.e., all mankind) one 

religious community, but He wishes 

to try you in what He has given you. 

So vie with one another in virtuous 

deeds. To Allah you will all return, 

and then He will inform you about 

your differences (i.e., as to who was 

right or wrong).” (5:48) 
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It is taught in the last verse quoted above that as all religions preach the doing of 

good, their followers should try to outdo each other in virtuous deeds. The differences 

between us in doctrine will always remain, as long as we are alive, and only after 

death do we find out who was right and who was wrong. There need be no dispute 

between religions. 

• Again, the Holy Prophet is instructed to convey the message to the non-believers: 

“Allah is our Lord and your Lord. 

For us are our deeds, and for you 

your deeds. There is no contention 

between us and you. Allah will 

gather us together, and to Him is the 

eventual coming.” (42:15) 
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• So-called Apostasy: Several times the Quran speaks of people going back to unbelief 

after believing in Islam, but never once does it say that they should be killed or 

punished. What it says is, for example: 

“O you who believe, should anyone 

of you turn back from his religion, 

then Allah will bring a people whom 

He loves and who love Him.” (5:54) 
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• In one place the Quran, referring to the war being made upon Muslims by their 

opponents based in Makkah, says: 

“They will not cease fighting you 

until they turn you back from your 

religion, if they can. And whoever of 
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you turns back from his religion, 

then he dies while an unbeliever — 

these it is whose works go for 

nothing in this world and the 

Hereafter.” (2:217) 
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This verse clearly speaks of a person as continuing to live after turning away from the 

religion of Islam until he dies while still an unbeliever. This verse also shows that 

force was being used against Muslims by their enemies to make them leave Islam, 

rather than being used by Muslims to keep the followers of Islam within its fold. 

• There is, thus, no punishment whatsoever to be inflicted by any Muslim law, state or 

body, or by any individual Muslim, on someone who leaves the religion of Islam. It is 

also important to make clear that a person can only leave the religion of Islam by his 

or her own decision, choice and declaration. It is not by a determination or judg-

ment made by any other Muslim individual, or any Muslim scholar, religious body, 

court or political state. 

• Often it is falsely alleged against a Muslim that he has abused the name of a prophet 

or he has committed an act of disrespect towards the Quran, and he is therefore an 

apostate, even though that Muslim may avow and affirm in the strongest terms that he 

is a believer in the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet. The Quran nowhere says that 

we can assume that someone has become an apostate by drawing that conclusion 

ourselves from his words or actions. The apostate must himself declare his unbelief 

and make a clear denial of Islam himself. It cannot be assumed about a person who 

actually professes Islam that he has become an apostate because he expresses an 

opinion or does an act which, in the view of some Muslim scholar, is un-Islamic.  

• Lastly, Eid Mubarak to all readers of these Quran Studies, 

Wishing all of you a very happy and blessed Eid of May 2022! 

 


