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Study 21:

Qualities for leadership – 1



• According to the Quran, Muslims must choose worthy people as their 

leaders and they must do justice. In Study 7 the following verse has 

already been quoted:

“Surely Allah commands you to make over trusts to those worthy of 

them, and that when you judge between people, you judge with justice. 

Surely Allah instructs you with what is excellent.”

(4:58)

Study 21 2



• In this verse, the word “trusts” (amānāt) means positions of trust. 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad has explained the word “trust” 

(amānat) as meaning the affairs of state. He said:

“When the trust (amānat) is wasted, wait for the doom. People asked: 

How will the amānat be wasted, O Messenger of Allah? He said: When 

government is entrusted to those unworthy of it, then wait for the 

doom.”

(Bukhari, hadith 6496)
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• In the next verse, the Quran says:
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“O you who believe, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority 

from among you; then if you quarrel about anything, refer it to Allah and the 

Messenger, if you believe in Allah and the Last Day. This is best and more 

suitable to achieve the end.”

(4:59)

• This deals with obedience to the appointed rulers. Muslims must 

obey Allah and His Messenger first of all, and then those who hold 

authority in their community.
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• In case of disagreement with those in authority, the matter should be 

settled with reference to Allah and His Messenger, i.e., the teachings 

of the Quran and the example of the Holy Prophet. 

• Islam does not allow absolute obedience to any ruler, leader or 

person in authority. The Holy Prophet made this clear by saying:

“To hear and obey the authorities is binding, so long as one is not commanded 

to disobey God; when one is commanded to disobey God, he should not hear or 

obey.”

(Bukhari, hadith 2955)
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• A leader should be a tried and tested person, with a record of 

sacrifices. The Quran tells us about Abraham:
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“And when his Lord tried Abraham with certain commands he fulfilled them. 

He said: Surely I will make you a leader of people. (Abraham) said: And of my 

offspring? My covenant does not include the wrong-doers, said He.”

(2:124)
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• Abraham was chosen by Allah as a leader of mankind after he had 

been tested and tried, and proved his faithfulness to Allah’s 

commands. Only such a person can be an example to others and be 

in a position to ask others to obey the law. 

• Also, Allah here has ruled out that Abraham’s descendants could be 

leaders merely because of being his progeny. They can only qualify 

for leadership if they also pass the same tests and trials that he did.

• Thus any kind of hereditary leadership or rule by family dynasties, 

whether political or religious, is disallowed in Islam.
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• Leaders, even the highest of them, are required to obey God and 

follow the law even more so than the ordinary people. In the Quran 

the Holy Prophet is told to say:
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“… I am commanded to be the first of those who submit. And (O Prophet) do 

not be of those who set up partners (with Allah). Surely I fear, if I disobey my 

Lord, the chastisement of a grievous day.”

(6:14-15)
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• The Holy Prophet is “the first of those who submit”, not only because 

he was the first member of the Muslim nation, with whom it began, 

but also because he is the first and foremost, and ahead of all others, 

in obeying any commandment of God. He obeys the law first, and 

then asks others to obey it.

• He has fear that if he were to disobey God, he would be punished.

• Of course, any such disobedience is hypothetical in the case of the 

Holy Prophet, but it is mentioned to convey the absolute nature of 

the principle that no one, however high, can disobey God with 

impunity.
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• The Holy Prophet’s opponents wanted him to modify his revelation to 

something in favour of their beliefs. The Quran said in regard to this:
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“And if We had not made you firm, you might have indeed inclined to them a 

little; then We would have made you taste a double (punishment) in life and a 

double (punishment) after death, and then you would not have found any 

helper against Us.” (17:74–75)
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• This also means that no Muslim leader, in negotiations with 

whomsoever, may agree to accept terms which he knows to be 

against the revealed teachings of Islam.

• No Muslim religious leader, for acquiring popularity or pleasing some 

authority, may issue a ruling or give an interpretation which he knows 

to be against the Quran.
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