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Study 1: The Quran (القرآن)
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• The original source from which all principles and ordinances of 

Islam are drawn is the Holy Book called al-Qur’ān. It is actually 

the real foundation on which the whole structure of Islam rests. 

It is the only, absolute and final authority in every discussion 

relating to the principles and laws of Islam.

• The name Qur’ān is frequently mentioned in the Quran itself. 

See, for example,  2:185, 10:37, 10:61, 17:106, etc.

• The Quran is the only scripture which mentions its own name, 

saying: This is the Quran.
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• The Quran also states to whom, how, why, when, and in what 

language, it was delivered.

• It was revealed to Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, as it says:
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“And those who believe and do good and believe in that which has been revealed 

to Muhammad — and it is the Truth from their Lord …” — 47:2

• The Quran tells us that its revelation commenced in the month of 

Ramadan on a certain night which, from then on, received the 

name of Lailat al-Qadr, or the Night of Majesty.
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“Surely We revealed it on the Night of Majesty.” — 97:1
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We revealed it on a blessed night” — 44:3
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“The month of Ramadan is that in which the Quran was revealed, a guidance to 

people and clear proofs of the guidance and the Criterion.” — 2:185
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• The Quran was revealed in portions. Every portion was written 

and committed to memory as soon as it was revealed. The 

revelation was spread over twenty-three years of the life of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم .

• During this time he was occupied solely with the reformation of a 

world which was in darkness:
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“And it is a Quran which We made distinct, so that you may read it to the 

people by slow degrees, and We have revealed it in portions.” — 17:106
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• It was not the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم who spoke under influence of the Holy 

Spirit; it was a Message from God brought by the angel Gabriel, 

and delivered in words to the Prophet. He then communicated it 

to those around him.

• The Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is informed in the Quran:
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“And surely this is a revelation from the Lord of the worlds. The Faithful 

Spirit has brought it on your heart that you may be a warner, in plain Arabic 

language.” — 26:192–195
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“The Holy Spirit has revealed it from your Lord with the truth…” — 16:102

• Revelation, says the Quran, is granted to humanity in three forms: 

two lower forms and a third which is the highest form:
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“And it is not for a mortal that Allah should speak to him, except by revelation or from 

behind a veil, or by sending a messenger and revealing by His permission what He 

pleases. Surely He is High, Wise.” — 42:51
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• The first form is the inspired word which enters the hearts of the 

prophets and also of other people. It is like a sudden suggestion made 

directly to the heart of the inspired one. It is not a message in words 

but simply an idea.

• The second form is a dream or vision, or words that are heard by the 

inspired person.

• The third, the highest form, is that in which the angel bearing the 

message is sent to the person receiving the revelation, and the 

message is delivered in words. This form of revelation is limited to the 

prophets of God only, while the first two lower forms of revelation are 

common to prophets as well as those who are not prophets.
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• The Quran was, from beginning to end, delivered in this third 

form to the Holy Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. It does not contain any 

other form of revelation which came to the Holy Prophet. It is in 

its entirety revelation which was recited to the Holy Prophet 

distinctly in words.

• The Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also received other forms of revelation, 

inspiration, dreams, visions and enlightenment which came to 

him from Allah. These are reported in Hadith.
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